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AMES EASSON (1833-1865) suffered from more

disadvantages than most men are able to bear. He
was an illegitimate orphan, and his seaman father died
before he himself was born. His mother died when he
was two, and he was brought up in Dundee in great
poverty by his only surviving relative, his widowed
grandmother. He attended only an elementary school
and a Sunday school, and worked most of his life as a
house-painter in Dundee. He died at the age of 31 in
the Lunatic Asylum in Dundee. He left a small book of
verse, and had contributed to the Dundee PEOPLE’S
JOURNAL several other poems and a number of
articles, sketches and short stories that in many cases
are illustrative of life in Victorian Dundee and show
great concern for the poor, the sick and those with
disabilities. He was a popular writer in his time and
came to be known as the PEOPLE’S POET. This book

includes reprints of all Easson’s extant writings.
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The Fljotsdale Saga and
The Droplaugarsons

Translated from the Icelandic by
Eleanor Haworth and Jean Young
Introduction by Jean Young

Now available in English for the first time, The Fljotsdale
Saga, sometimes called ‘the last of the sagas’ is one of the
forty or so Family Sagas or Sagas of Icelanders. The sequel
to the Hrafnkels Saga, it covers events in Eastern Iceland
over a period of two hundred years, beginning in the late

ninth century. Some of the adventures of the
Droplaugarson brothers are among the many entertaining
episodes recounted so vividly in this masterly translation.
The brothers’ story is continued in The Droplaugarsons,
which was probably written in the early thirteenth century
by an inhabitant of Fljotsdale.

These two sagas are essential to a full appreciation of the
background, style and literary development of the Icelandic
saga. In her introduction, Dr Jean Young provides the
reader with a detailed analysis of both works and their
place amongst the sagas. A map, a comprehensive list of
chief characters and indexes-of personal and place names
will add to the enjoyment of these exciting tales.

Cover illustration: upper roundel of carved church door
from Valthyofsstadir, National Museum of Iceland, Reykjavik
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