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REPORTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE
MEETI.VGS OF THE CLUB.

SIXTEENT" SESSION, 1908.

l\IEETING, JA?\UARY 31ST.

Professor I. GOLLANCZ, Litt.D. (Vice. President) , in the Chair.

The following papers were read:-
" The First Christian Martyr in Russia," by Francis

P. Marchant, printed on pp. 28-30.
" The Vikings in Spain: From Arabic (Moorish) and

Spanish Sources," by Jon Stefansson, Ph.D., Vice­
President, printed on pp. 31-46.

A discussion followed, in which Mr. A. F. Major,
Miss Keith Dowding, l\Iiss Pochin, Mr. Marchant, Mr.
Emslie, and Mr. Roland S:t Clair took part.

~IEETI:\G, FEBRlTARY 28TH.

Professor W. P. KER, LL.D. (President), in the Chair.

The following papers were read:-
"On the Sites of Three 'Danish' Camps and an

Anglian Burying-Ground in East Anglia," by Bellerby
Lowerison, Hon , District Secretary, Norfolk, printed
on pp. '47-58. Mr. A. F. Major and 1VIr. A. G. Chater
took part in the discussion.

"Brunanburh and Vinheif in Inguif's Chronicle
and Egil's Saga," by the Rev. C. W. Whistler,
M.R.C.S., Hon. District Secretary, Somerset, printed
on pp. 59-67. In the discussion which followed
Professor Ker, :\Ir. Bellerby Lowerison, and ;'l1r. A. F.
Major took part.

A
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MEETING, MARCH 20TH.

Professor W. P. KER, M.A. (President), in the Chair.

Mr. H. St. George Gray, Assistant Secretary and
Curator, Somersetshire Archseological and Natural
History Society, and Hon. Corresponding Mernber,
Viking Club, read a Report on the Excavations at Wick
Barrow, Stoke Courcy, Somerset, in which he described
the result of the work carried out under the auspices of
the two Societies in April and September, 1907. The
mound was composed of local stone and earth, com­
pactly piled, and averaged 8+ feet in diameter at the
base, with a height of 9 feet. Within this was found
a circular dry-stone wall, well built of lias slabs, averaging
3 feet 6 inches in heigh t, and enclosing a space 27 feet
in diameter. The wall rested on an apparently natural
bed of clay overlying the lias rock, and the space within
it was filled in with compact earth and stones of the
same character as the rest of the mound. At about the
level of the top of the wall. and within its circumference,
were found three contracted interments, each accom­
panied by typical Early Bronze Age drinking-vessels.
Measurements of the bones also afforded evidence that
the individuals had belonged to a mixed Neolithic and
Early Bronze Age race. Besides the pottery, a very fine
flint knife-dagger and a small flint knile were found with
'one of the skeletons, while another was accompanied
by four flint scrapers, a flint knife, and a polishing-stone.
A mixed pile of bones was also found, belonging
apparently to some five adults and one child, fragments
of a skull among them bearing the impression of a woven
fabric as if from being wrapped up in some kind of cloth.
The main interment which the explorers expected to find
within the walled enclosure had disappeared, and the
evidence showed that at some earlier period the mound
had been dug into from the top and the central inter­
ment rifled. But al most in the centre of the enclosure,
and about a foot above the old surface line, a piece. of a
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Roman mortarium was discovered, while close to it, and
within a few inches of the ground level, was a "third
brass" coin of Constantine I., struck about A.D. 335-337
at Lugdunum. After carefully reviewing all the circum­
stances, the only conclusion the explorers could arrive
at was that the opening of the barrow had taken place
during the Roman period. The circular wall within the
mound is a very rare feature in British barrows, the
closest, if not the only, parallel known being apparently
the so-called" horned" cairn at OrmiegiJI in Caithness.
Barrows surrounded outside, or near the outside, with
facing walls are somewhat more common, as at Nether
Swell, Eyford and Upper Swell in Gloucestershire,
Mining Low in Derbyshire, and the great barrow at
Newgrange, Co. Meath. Similar constructions have
been found in both Denmark and Norway. A long
barrow at Asbo, in the parish of Brekke, Ribe County,
] utland, was encircled by a regularly built stone wall.
When found this was covered by the earth composing
the howe, but the covering was slight, and the wall may
have originally been visible. Within the wall in the
centre of the howe was a grave covered by an oblong
heap of stones, which had held an unburnt burial. The
only relic found was a little gold ring covered by gold
thread twisted spirally. This grave dates from the
Early Bronze Age, but from near the end of that period.
Similar less regular circles constructed of stones are not
uncommon in Denmark, and they are generally covered
with earth. None of these Danish walls, however, are
so high as the retaining-wall in \Vick Barrow, and as a
rule they are much more roughly built and of much
larger stones. An instance from Norway was discovered
by Mr. A. Lorange, then curator of the Bergen Museum,
in 1879, in a large tumulus called" Melhaug," at Sole in
the district of]sederen. Here the wall was some 13 feet
within the tumulus, and averaged about 3:!- feet in height
and nearly 10 feet in breadth. It was built of stones on
the ground level, and made a circular enclosure round
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the central part of the mound, precisely as at Wick.
There was a grave chamber of stone within the enclosure
and a similar grave in the wall, both containing burials
of the Early Bronze Age. There was also a small cist
in the wall containing cremated bones and a knife, pin

s "
I
I¥

PLA1\' AND SECTION Of' "MELHAUG," SOLE, ]/F:DKREN, NORWAY.

Information about the mounds in Denmark and Norway was supplied by Mr. H. A,
Kj",r and Dr. H. Schetelig, and the Illustrations reproduced by permission of Dr.
Sophus Muller aud Herr Jens Holmboe.

and arrow-head of bronze. Professor G. Gustafson has
also found in the interior of a barrow in j eederen an
enclosure of stone slabs set on edge surrounding an
Early Bronze Age interment.
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In the discussion which followed, the President, Mr.
J. Harris Stone and Mr. A. F. Major took part.

The lecture was illustrated by many lantern slides
from photog-raphs taken during the excavations, and the
drinking-vessels and other finds were exhibited, together
with a sectional model of the barrow, showing the
walled enclosure, constructed by the Rev. C. W.
Whistler.

i\IEETI:\G, ~IARCH 2iTH.

Professor \V. P. KER, LL. D. (President), in the Chair.

1\1 r. Allen Xl awer, l\I .A., read a paper on " Ragnar
Lothbrok and his Sons," which is printed on pp. 68-8C).
In the discussion which followed, Miss Eleanor Hull,
Mr. A. F. ~Iajor, and :\lr. F. P. Marchant took part.

AX:\TAL GEXERAL ;\IEETIXG, ~IAY 1ST.

Professor W. P. KER,/LL.D. (President), in the Chair.

The Annual General Xleeting was held at the King's
Weigh House, on Friday, May rst, at 8 p.m. The
Annual Report of the Council and Statement of
Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year were laid
before the meeting and unanimously adopted, and the
officers of the Club for the ensuing year were elected.

Me. Eirikr :\Iagnusson, ~1.A., Hon. Life Member
and Hon. Vice-President, then read the second part of
his paper on "The Last of the Icelandic Common­
wealth," which is printed on pp. 90-122. Part I. will
be found in the last number of the SAGA-BoOK.

Following the reading of the paper, the President
made a few remarks, to which Xl r. E. Magnusson
replied.

\'IKIXG CO:\CERT, ilL\\" 7TH.

His Excellency, :\1. de Bille, the Danish Xl inister,
was present at the Viking Concert, which was held at
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the Steinway Hall, on Thursday, May 7th, at 8 p.m.,
under the honorary direction of Mr. and Mrs. A. W.
Johnston, Chairman of Council and Hon . Secretary, in
which the following artistes took part :-:\1iss
Rodolfa Llombino, soprano; Mr. W. A. Peterkin,
bass; 1\1r. A. C. Handley Davies, violinist; Miss
Adelaide Dodgson, pianist; and a select choir arranged
by 1\1r. Jack Morgan. The concert opened with the
Danish National Anthem, and the principal item on
the programme was the rendering by the Select Choir
of a Cyc1us of Odes (composed in honour of the visit
of H.:\I. the King of Denmark to Iceland in 1907) by
Sveinbjorn Sveinbjornsson, Kt., Dbrg. The Ice­
landic words of the Odes are by I>orsteinn Gislason, but
the Odes were sung in English.

SUMMARY OF ODES.

(a) Welcome to Iceland. Chorus, Contralto and Tenor Solos.

The King is bid welcome, and expression is given to the joy which the
Icelandic people feel in his having honoured their country with his
presence. In the second and following verses Fjallkonan (the Mountain
Queen, emblem of Iceland) is made to welcome the King.

(b) Dana Gramur (King of Denmark). Tenor Solo and Chorus.
An address to the King, who is asked to listen to the ancient tongue. In
the Solo a comparison is made between the warlike spirit of older times
and the more peaceful tendencies of the present day. In the third verse
mention is made of the late Kin/( which is followed by a chorus of praise
and welcome.

(c) Danmerkurljoti (Ode to Denmark). Soprano Solo and Chorus.

Ode to Denmark, founded on one of the best known Danish National
son/(s, which is used as a Canto Fermo, and sung in Danish.

(d) Heilir Frzendur (Hail Kinsmen). Duet for two Basses.

Ode to the Danish Members of Parliament, who, with the King, were the
guests of Iceland.

(e) Brotherhood of the Four Northern Nations. Chorus.

The sentiment of Brotherhood between the four Northern Nations, who,
like the branches of a tree, are sprung from the same root.

THE SELECT CHOIR. Accompanied by the Composer.

The other items were
Songs "Autumn" Lanse-Miilter

"I Love Thee" Grieg
"Swedish Folksong" Arranged by Da'/Ilstrom

lIIiss HODOLFA LLOMBINO.
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Song .. The Viking's Grave" Sueinbjor» Sueinbjornsson
Mr. W. A. PETERKIN.

Accompanied by the Composer.

Violin Solo " ., Capriccio" Gade

Sonata for Pianoforte and Violin, in G. Op. 13 Grug
Lento, Allegro and Allegro Vivace.
Allegretto tranquillo.
Allegro animato.

Miss ADELAIDE DODGSON and Mr. A. C. HANDLEy-DAVIES.

Part Song .. Iceland" Sceinbjor» Sueinbjornsson

Part Song •• "The Hardy Norseman's House of Yore" Pearsall
THE SELECT CHOIR.

Soprani-Master LESLIE COLE, Miss K. PRICE PRICE.
Contrahi-Miss CONSTANCE M. SMITH, Mrs. M. HUGHES.
Tenori-Mr. Al.BERT A. MAIDE", Mr. WALTER CARR.
Bassi-Mr. JACK MORGAN, Mr. GILBERT LAWSON.

NATIONAL ANTHEM-GOD ~AVE THE KING.

AXNUAL DIXXER, JUl'\E 26TH.

The Annual Dinner was held at the Trocadero
Restaurant, Piccadilly, on Friday, June 26th, at 7.45
p.m.; Professor "'T. P. Ker, LL.D., in the Chair.
The Vice-Presidents were Professor I. Gollancz,
Litt.D., Miss S. C. Rucker, :'III'. H. L. Brrekstad,
Mr. W. F. Kirby. :'III'. Edmund Gosse, LL.D.,
librarian to the House of Lords, and :'III'S. Gosse,
were the guests of the evening. About forty-nine
members and guests sat down to dinner, and among
those present were Miss Eleanor Hull, :'IIiss E.
Constance Jones, Principal of Girton College, and all
the principal officers of the Club. The President pro­
posed the toast of .. The Guests." Mr , Gosse, in
responding, reminded those present that it was not till
1873 that the then Master of the Rolls (Sir J. Romilly)
published the first English translation of the" Orkney
Saga." It was by the publication of that translation
that the speaker was first led to the study of ?'oJ orthern
history. That was, he said, the book of the Earls of
Orkney, who were the yery Vikings II par excellence,"
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people on whom the imagination loved to brood, who
had departed from the :'\orwegian tyranny, and;;er
up in Orknev their own wild internecine life. He
hoped that the Club would not become ~o learned as to
penetrate all the mvsu-rie-, that hunrr oyer that period.
Let them not, he pleaded, take away the bloom. Let
them leave us the conception that these people wore
golden helmets and spoke in lyric poetry, and were
really like the pictures painted by the late Sir :\oel
Paton. Antiquarians should remember that jf we knew
everything we should believe in nothing. It was the
mystery of ignorance, the hope of finding what never
would be found, which kept alive the light of imagina­
tion. The history of Orkney, the Saga of Orkney, was
almost the most moving and exciting of all the archaic
histories of the Empire; and the energies that had been
kept alive there for 1300 years showed what had been
the yigour and the importance of our composite race.

Mr. Albany F. ~Iajor, Hon. Editor, proposed the
toast to the Club, to which the President replied.

During the evening a selection of vocal and instru­
mental music was performed by Xl iss Ivv Angove,
violinist, Xlr , Jack ~Iurgan, vocalist, and Mr.
Alexander Popham, pianist.

SPECIAL GENER;\L ~l EETIXG, ;'\OVDIBER 20TH.

Mr. ALBA!':Y F: MAJOR t Hon. Editor), in the Chair.

The Law Book, as revised by Council, was
unanimously adopted by the Special General Xleeting,
and has been issued to all members.

Mr. Edward Lovett, F.R.H.S., Member of the Folk­
Lore Society, gaye a lecture on "The Origin, Folk­
Lore, and History of the Child's Doll," with lantern
illustrations, in which he <aid that the child's doll is,
in many parts of the world, so mixed up with symbolism
and ceremonial, that it :-'lTJl1:-. more than possible that,
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as a toy, it emanated from something analagous to the
religious motive, as is the case with so many game toys
in use in the present day. In some countries, indeed,
the transition from the' ceremonial doll to the child's
toy doll is direct, as in the case of the dolls of the Moqui
Indians of Arizona, whilst the dolls of l\Ialta are still
called by Saints' names. Again, Christmas dolls
represent, especially on the Continent, St. Nicholas in
various forms, as well as Ruprecht. This type, again,
has gi\'en place to the Christ child as a Christmas doll,
not only in Germany, but even in Yorkshire.

Dolls, as symbols) are much in evidence. As a sur­
vival of the human sacrifice, a doll was thrown into the
Nile to propitiate the Xile god for a "Good Nile."
A similar illustration is. the discovery of doll figures
below the foundation of houses, a survival of the human
sacrifice to propitiate the earth god.

A remarkable instance of the use of dolls in witch­
craft existed about eighty years ago in Somersetshire !
When two peasants had a deadly quarrel, the aggrie\'ed
party would buy a common wax doll, which he regarded
as representing his enemy. Into this doll he stuck
pins, but not into a vital part. This would cause
grievous pains to the aggressor, who, of course, had
been made aware of the act of witchcraft, As a last
resort, the wax doll was placed in the chimney, where,
by/melting, it would cause the person it represented, to
waste away. I n the meantime the terrified victims
would consult the local wizard, and " for a considera­
tion " the latter would remove the spell.

As marionettes, dolls may be found not only all over
Europe, but in China, Japan, India, Africa, and other
places. The details of the performance vary consider­
ably, but the general idea of souu- form of moral repre­
sentation is practically the same. Instances in which
a doll figure acts as the receptacle of the spirit, or part
of it, of a dead man, exist in such widely separated
places as China, :\e\\' Guinea, and Central Africa.
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In short, there is far more in the simple child's doll than
is dreamed of in our philosophy.

The Chairman made a few remarks, to which Mr.
Lovett replied.

In the discussion which followed, the Chairman, Mr.
A. W. Johnston, and the lecturer took part.

***Mr. Lovett will be very grateful if any readers
of the SAGA-BoOK can supply him with instances from
Scandinavian countries ill ancient or modern times
showing similar uses of or ideas respecting the child's
doll.

MEETING, DECEMBER 1 ITH.

Professor W. P. KER, LL.D. (President), in the Chair.

The following paper was read, and is printed on
pp. 123-161 :-

.. A Scandinavian Ship Burial in Brittany," by P.
du Chatellier and L. Le Pontois,

The President, Mr. A. F. Xlajor, and :\Ir. A. \V.
Johnston took part in the discussion which followed.



SEAFARING AND SHIPPING DURING
THE VIKING AGES.

By Prof. ALEXANDER BUGGE. Hon. Life Member.

T H E Norwegians are still a seafaring nation. The
long coast, with the many fiords and thousands
of islands, foster boys who, from their earliest

childhood, are accustomed to the sea and, when grow­
ing up, become hardy seamen. But shipping is not of
recent date in Norwav. The annals of English trade and
commerce will tell you that during the mediseval ages,
before the Hanseatic League got the upper hand of the
other northern trading nations, Norwegian ships every
year used to sail to Grimsby, Boston, King's Lynn, and
other ports on the eastern coast of England.' And the
further we go back in history the more we see that the
Norwegians and the other Scandinavian peoples­
Danes, Swedes, and the inhabitants of Gotland-were
the principal seafaring nations of Northern Europe.

The Xluseum of Antiquities of Christiania preserves
some wonderful specimens of ships from the Viking
Ages, i.e., from the gth and roth centuries, especially
the Gokstad and the Oseberg Ships. The Gokstad
ship is, though rather small, a perfect Viking ship, and
shows what a high degree of perfection the art of ship­
building had already reached in those olden times.

The chief claim to a place of honour for Northrnen in
medizeval history is indeed not only the Eddie Poems
and the Sagas, but what they have done for the opening
up of trade and shipping on the North Sea and the
Baltic.

1 We learn this from the Customs Rolls in the Public Record Office,
London, which are to be published in "Diplomatarium Norvegicum,
Vol. xix,
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European commerce and economic life have never
been at a lower ebb than at the time of Charlemagne,
and more especially of his SlllTeSS( Irs in the oth century.
Never has the value of gold and silver money been so
high and the price of commodities so low. Jn England,
as well as in France and Germany. there was no native
class of merchants. The merchant had no fixed home;
he was a stroller, and rn.ostly a foreigner, a Jew, a Greek,
or a Syrian-or, later on, an Italian. The Syrians,
especially, were the great merchants, and especially the
money merchants, of the epoch of the ~Ieroyings. At
the time of the Roman emperors they had already
established themselves in all the important cities of the
Roman Empire. But at the time of Charlemagne there
was no regular traffic and commerce between the
different European countries, except what the Arabs in
the south and the east, and the barbarians in the
north, carried on.

With the barbarians I also, though it is not quite
exact, reckon the Frisians, who, indeed, were the great
seafaring nation of the :\nrth Sl·~l. They exported,
about the year 800, their woollen cloth, for which the
:'\etherlands alwavs han' been famous, to all parts oi
Europe, and had factories in the most important t own x
of western Gernianv~for instance, Xlainz and \Vorms.
But the Frisians also cflls.sl,d the Xorth Sea, and sailed
to England, as well as to :\onyav and Denmark.
Their chief town, Duu rstede (on th~ Rhine, not far
from L'trecht. now a v i llauc only), was probablv the
most important port of \\'estern Europe. Here ended
the high\Yay of commerce that from Italy brought the
commodities of the Orient to "'estern Europe.
Duurstede stood in commercial c'lIlnection not only
with the British Islands and Inner Cerrnanv, but also
with the Danish town, Sleswick, and even ",'ith the far­
away Swedish town, Birka, on Lake ~Iiilaren. Pieces
of money, coined by Charlenwgllt' at Duurstede, have
been found in Denmark, s\\ "den, and S, -urhern Xnr.,
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way. The earliest Scandinavian coins, which about
the year goo we re stamped in Denmark, are Imitations
of the coins of Duurstede .'

The Frisians had their flourishing age in the 8th
century, when they were the most daring seafarers of
the northern seas. The ancient historian, Adam of
Bremen, whose history of the Church of Hamburg is
such an inexhaustible source for northern researches,
even tells about a Polar expedition undertaken by
Frisian noblemen. The great invention of the Frisians
was the typical ship of the Xliddle Ages, the Cog, a
flat-bottomed, high-boarded, and strong ship, using
sails alone, and quite different from the Viking ships,
which used the sail as well as oars." The cog was dur­
ing the Xliddle Ages especially the ship of the Hanseatic
League, but recent researches have proved that the
cog, in the gth centurv, was already used by the
Frisians who lived on the Zuvder Sea. The Frisians
were superseded by the Vikings, who not only were
pirates and daring seafarers, but also plucky and able
merchants.

"You know Erik the Red, who discovered Greenland,
and his son, Leif the Lucky, who discovered America
(Vinland). "You may perhaps also have heard of a still
greater man, a worthy predecessor of our Nanscn ,
Ottar, who is the first man who passed the northern
coast of Norway, discovered the North Cape, and came
to the White Sea, six hundred years before the time of
Richard Chancellor. Ottar (Ohtere) came, later on, to
the court of Alfred the Great, became his man, and
told about his voyage to the king, who has preserved
the storv of it in his translation of Orosius, From

1 These coins were probably starn red at Hedeby (Sleswick}: cr. A.
Bugge, ,. Vesterlandenes Indflydelse;" and Hanberg, Myntforhold (g
Udmyntninger i Danmark 1., 35 ff. The Swedish antiquarian, Dr.
Hildebrand, however, thinks t hat they are from Birka.

2 Professor D. Schafer, as well as Dr. \'II. Vogel, have proved t hat the
cog is mentioned in the roth century, and perhaps even earlier. The
word cog (French roque) however seems not to be of Dutch origin.




