





314 Saga Book of the Viking Society.

building a fort at Cledemuda in g21 — probably at the
mouth of the North Welsh River Clwyd, near Rhuddlan.38
Meanwhile, according to another annal, not in the
*“ Mercian Register,” he had fortified Thelwall (Cheshire)
and Manchester in grg (ASC “ A’ sub anno ¢22). By
921 therefore, there was a line of five, possibly six,
fortresses established to hold the frontier from North
Wales to Manchester.

This great effort to secure the north-west frontier of
Mercia was called forth by the steady build-up of Norse
power in the north-country which culminated in the
establishment of the York kingdom. The urgency of the
need for fortification on this frontier cannot have been
lessened by the existence upon the frontier itself of
restless Norse colonies, whose territories would serve as
excellent beach-heads for any expedition striking down
into Mercia along a short, direct and strategic route from
Mersey.

It is impossible to connect in any detailed way the facts
known about Brunanburh with this context of political
and geographical factors. The main tradition of the
campaign derives from the Anglo-Saxon poem (ASC
“A” B “C” “D”), Willlam of Malmesbury’s two
accounts — his own twelfth-century report3? and his
quotation of a mid-tenth-century Latin poem?®® — and
from the account of Florence of Worcester,3? also twelfth-
century. From these sources we learn that an alliance
was made in the north-country4® between Anlaf the
Norseman and Constantine king of the Scots. They
crossed the English frontier*! or landed in the estuary of
the Humber.#2 The English king gave way before

38 F. T. Wainwright, * Cledemuda,” English Historical Review, Vol. LXV
(April 1950), z03-212.

37 De Gestis Regum Anglorum ed. W. Stubbs (1887-89), I, 142.

38 4bid., 1, 151.

3% Chronicon ex Chrowicis ed. B. Thorpe (1848-9), I, 132.

40 William of Malmesbury, Latin poem, lines 4-7; quoted by A. Campbell,
The Battle of Brunanburh (1938), 154.

41 William of Malmesbury; v. Campbell, op. cit., 152.
42 Florence of Worcester; v. Campbell, op. cit., 147.
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them for a while according to plan® during which time
they made great inroads and took much booty. Upon
the king’s taking the field against them, the enemy
abandoned their booty and fled away towards their own
country.#¢ The English force of West-Saxons and
Mercians under Athelstan and Edmund his brother
utterly routed them in a fight around Brunanburh,
pursuing them?® throughout the day.%® After the battle,
Anlaf and his surviving companions returned by ship
to Dublin across Dingesmeret?.

All that emerges from this, is that the invasion was
planned in the north-country, and reached “ a long way
into England; the enemy was defeated by a combined
West-Saxon and Mercian force; the survivors of the
enemy’s defeat went off home, some of them taking ship
to Dublin. Although this sea-borne escape to Dublin
need not imply a direct Irish Sea passage, the only evidence
against the location of Brumanburh on the North-West
coast that comes from the traditional accounts, is the
statement of Florence of Worcester that the landings
took place in Humber.4® His source for this statement
is not known, and its authority can neither be attacked
nor defended.

Unless Florence’s statement is to be considered

2 William of Malmesbury; v. Campbell, op. cit,, 152. The Latin poem,
lines 11-18, v. Campbell, op. cit., 155, is more descriptive,

44 leham of Malmesbury, Latm poem, lines 26-33, v. Campbell op. cit., 155.

45 Campbell’s note (0p. cit., 104) on on last legdun in line 22 of his text of the
Anglo-Saxon poem, is important. He interprets it * they pressed on behind.”
This indicates pursuit upon and from the battlefield, rather than a long
chase; see note 46 infra.

4¢ The duration of the battle and its relevance to site of the battlefield is
discussed by A. H. Smith,  The Site of the Battle of Brunanburh,” London
Medieval Studies, 1,1 (1937), 58. Note that William of Malmesbury parallels
the OE poem'’s phrase ondlongne deg (line 21, Campbell’s edition) with fota die
usque ad vesperam (Campbell np. cit., 153). If Bromborough be Brunanturh,
we should have to assume that the battle took place after the invaders had
withdrawn to the coast from their deep penetration inland. In that case,
they may have begun to retreat as soon as the king turned out, as Witliam
of Malmesbury says (v. note 44 supra), their retreat culmmatmg in a day-
long disaster in the battle.

47 OE poem, Campbell’s edition, lines 53-56.

48 It might be pointed out that the point of exit after the defeat may not have
been the point of entry at the beginning of the campaign. It is not known
whether the ships Anlaf fled in were his own; nor whether he found them where
he had left them.
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dependent on reliable tradition (and the OE poem and the
Latin poem do not elucidate this), Bromborough in Wirral
would appear to be the most eligible place for the battle-
field. In no other locality does the context of geography,
politics and place-names accord so well with the few facts
we possess concerning the battle.
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ENGLISH PLACE-NAME ELEMENTS. By A. H. Smith. English
Place-Name Society, Vols. XXV and XXVI. Cambridge: The
University Press 1956, pp. Iv + 305 and 417.

The English Place-Name Society survey now covers about
half the counties in the country, and after an inevitable break
as a result of the war years new volumes are again appearing
regularly. The two latest numbers, XXV and XXVI, list the
place-name elements so far found to have been used. It will be
remembered that the second part of volume one, published in
1924, was a slim volume by Sir Allen Mawer entitled The Chief
Elements used in Emnglish Place-Names. The present volumes
supersede it, and the great increase in size is indicative of the
increase in knowledge which has resulted from the Society’s
efforts.

Members of the Viking Society will find of particular interest
the many articles on place-name elements of Scandinavian origin
and will be justly proud that the author of the two volumes is
their President, Professor A. H. Smith.

In his introduction Professor Smith states the dual purpose of
his work. In the first place it is intended as a companion to
both past and future surveys published by the Society, and as
such it will no doubt facilitate considerably the work of future
editors. Secondly it provides a summary of the lexicographical
results of the work done both by the society and others in the
field of place-name study, results which are remarkable in their
bulk. The collection of this material, which is otherwise by no
means readily available, affords the most obvious example of the
extent of Professor Smith’s scholarship and of the tremendous
labour he has put into the work.

The amount of space allotted to the various elements naturally
varies greatly; the common elements are dealt with at length,
whilst others, more seldom found, can be dismissed in a line or so.
The general method can be best exemplified by the articles on
one or more of the common Scandinavian elements, such as by
and porp. The head-word is identified and its dialectal and
grammatical variants given; the meaning or meanings are then
discussed, both historically and, if the element is of foreign origin,
also with reference to its provenance. Then follows an account of
its uvsage in English place-names under such headings as first
element, simplex, final element of a compound, and affix. Finally
etymological notes are added. The sources used in the
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interpretation of the various elements are amazing in their
scope. They include Old English glosses and translations from
the Latin, Old and Middle English literary texts, comparative
philology, comparisons with Scandinavian and Continental
Germanic place-names, dialectal investigations, observations
of the topography of the actual site, and an examination of the
types of word with which the element may be compounded — all
these have been found to lead to a more exact interpretation of
the meaning.

Both volumes contain maps illustrating the distribution of
various features, and Viking Society members will be especially
interested by those which shew the ‘‘ Scandinavian Element ”
and the ‘‘ Irish-Norwegian Place-Names.” A full index of the
place-names used for illustrative purposes is also provided.

Inevitably, as Professor Smith points out, some of the informa-
tion given can only be provisional, and no doubt a new summary
will be called for on the completion of the Society’s survey; but
the work already done has established much that is certain and
these volumes can be said to afford an admirable presentation of

the present state of our knowledge.
A R. TavLor

A SHORT HISTORY OF NorRwaY. By T. K. Derrv. London:
Allen and Unwin 1957. 281 pp.

Doctor Derry’s work admirably supplies the hitherto crying
need for an accurate and up-to-date history of Norway, written
in English by an Englishman. The latest work of the kind
available to those without a knowledge of Norwegian — by
Karen Larsen — is already nearly ten years old, a long time in an
age of rapid and continuous change, and its author, like that of
Gjerset’s book in 1915, is not of British but of American-
Scandinavian origin, which is not quite the same thing.
Considering the long, intimate and increasingly friendly relations
between Norway and Britain, the widespread ignorance which
still prevails in our country on the subject of Norwegian history
is most deplorable. The average Englishman shows little more
than a hazy awareness of the Viking period, and his confused
thinking still tends to amalgamate in an imaginary *‘ Scandinavia ”’
three northern nations, whose important differences and histories
of frequent conflict he is unable to appreciate.

For such ignorance, Dr. Derry’s book provides a healthy and
convincing corrective. In an admirable introductory chapter,
he stresses the point that Norwegians and their history are
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mainly the consequence of the special and very peculiar topo-
graphical conditions of the country. These were bound to
create specific national characteristics; it makes no difference
that an aboriginal ““ pure Nordic culture ’ is a figment of ultra-
nationalistic imagination, and that in fact Norway was populated
by successive migrations from neighbouring lands, since, as the
late Professor A. W. Brogger has pointed out, “ from the very
first moment that human beings came to Norway, the natural
conditions of the country were bound to turn them into
Norwegians.”” These natural conditions not only inspired the
conception of the sea as a highway rather than a barrier, but
made the nation a congeries of scattered individual families
rather than a community, and thus developed that passion for
individual freedom and that self-reliant versatility which still
to a great extent give Norwegians special characteristics, markedly
differentiated from those of their neighbours.

As for the heresy of Scandinavianism, Dr. Derry repeatedly
emphasizes how this policy * spelt disaster for Norway,” as the
weakest member of the combination which it envisaged; “ any
such partnership would be dominated eventually by Swedish or
Danish interests.” Though the truth of this has been proved
again and again, both during the ** firehundredaarig natien ' of
the union with Denmark and the more recent Swedish union,
this mistaken Scandinavian ideal has shown a remarkable
capacity for survival, not only in the outside world but in the
three northern countries themselves; its persistence has in fact
given to Norwegian history that succession of stops and fresh
starts which characterises it, and it is not the least of Dr. Derry’s
triumphs that he succeeds in conveying a sense of continuity
through all its stages. Even in Norway itself, historians have
usually specialized in a particular period, but this work displays
a balanced familiarity with all.

Though Dr. Derry describes his book — in a sense correctly —
as a ‘‘short history,” this must not be interpreted as a mere
summary of leading features; the author has managed to find
room for an amazing amount of detail, and includes mention of
such subordinate but picturesque matters as Quirini’s accidental
visit to Norway in 1431, or the legend of * jostedals Rype ”” and
other folk-tales of the Black Death. It is in fact difficult to
imagine how a better general history could be written on this
scale, and in spite of all the necessary compression the book never
seems over-crowded, but is always easy reading.

The author’s prudent decision not to embark on controversial
issues has left surprisingly little for a reviewer to criticise. The
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student of the early and medieval periods might perhaps have
been more carefully guarded against the democratic anachronisms
of nineteenth-century Norwegian historians. There was precious
little democracy in those ancient times. Rigspula, in the dawn
of history, shows us an elaborate stratification of classes with
functions and status almost as sharply defined as under a caste
system. The laws codified about the twelfth century breathe
the same spirit, graduating steeply, for example, the penalties
for wounding or homicide according to the social position of the
victim. The men who attended the local Things would certainly
have been surprised to hear that these were legislative assemblies;
indeed, legislation in the modern sense was alien and even
abhorrent to their conception. Their function was to declare
what the law was, and to alter sacrosanct and time-honoured
tradition as little as possible. Their codes contain, indeed, a
considerable element of what we should call *“ case-law,’” resulting
from decisions in concrete cases as to how a law was to be inter-
preted or applied. But fresh legislation, like the succession law
of 1164, is never attributed to the Things, whose function, in
practice, was little more than to recognise the fact that a change
had taken place. In the example suggested above, the nymeli
is described as the work of ‘‘ King Magnus, on the advice of the
archbishop, Erling Jarl (the Regent), and all the most intelligent
men’’. Similarly, when Dr. Derry tells us that the Things
‘ appointed the King,” their rapidly varying decisions actually
indicate that they regarded their task merely as a proclamation
of what seemed to be the de facto situation at the moment.

Even if, however, it is possible to criticise Dr. Derry’s handling
of this question, the fault is rather one of presentation than of
factual inaccuracy. It is quite possible that he agrees with the
views expressed above, though his readers might form an erroneous
impression. Demonstrable mistakes of fact are extremely
hard to find. The statement that a disputed succession to the
throne did not occur till “ nearly a century ”’ from the time of
Magnus the Good requires some qualification: the claim of Harald
hardradi very nearly led to armed conflict, and the backers of
Hékon Porisféstri actually revolted against Magnus Barefoot in
1093-4 in spite of the death of their candidate. In the final
portion of the work the influence of the ‘‘ Altmark ~’ case on
Hitler’s decision to invade Norway is exaggerated; the decision
had been irrevocably taken earlier. But Dr. Derry is fully
entitled to ask whether, in any history, the corrigenda to be found
are so few and unimportant.

G. M. GATHORNE-HARDY
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NORDISK FOLKEVISEFORSKNING SIDEN 18co. By Erix DarL.
Copenhagen: J. H. Schultz Forlag, 1956. 448 pp.

This book is in effect an annotated bibliography on a grand
scale. It will prove an invaluable instrument for any student
of the folkeviser of Scandinavia, Iceland and the Faroes, and
indeed it may be read with pleasure and profit by anyone
interested in the general problems of ballad-literature. Mr. Dal
presents his exposition of earlier scholars’ views with great
clarity; he makes much use of unpublished material; and he
himself contributes much of value to the discussion of the varied
topics he has brought together. He begins fittingly with the
bibliography on which the work depends. He then devotes about
half the book to the history of ballad-research, with chapters on
the great figures of the nineteenth century like Sven Grundtvig
and Evald Tang Kristensen and on a more general survey of the
work of Scandinavian scholars as he approaches our own age.
In the rest of the book he deals with the Problems of the Ballads,
considering first the history of opinions and the results of research
in the field of the special ballad-groups, Riddevviser, Kempeviser
and so forth; then he treats the discussion of the problems of the
origin and migration of ballads, their composition and trans-
mission, and finally their musical form. A twenty-page English
summary at the end can do scant justice to the wealth of material
collected by Mr. Dal, but it makes a useful starting-point for
dipping into the book itself. The volume is admirably produced
with a number of interesting illustrations and a useful index.

P. G. FooTtE

ISLANZKA SKATTLANDIP I. By BJOrRN DORSTEINSSON. Reykjavik :
Hetmskringla; Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 1956. 212 pp.

This history of Iceland from 1262 to 1400 is a continuation of
the author’s earlier [slenzka pjéduveldis and shows the same
liveliness of mind and style. The period it covers may at first
sight seem less interesting than the Republican age, but the writer
has made it come alive by his presentation of constitutional,
legal and economic material combined with such things as details
of costume from the Greenland archological finds and brief
personal histories of men like Gissur Porvaldsson and Gissur
galli. In any case, of course, the years 1262-4 did not mean any
immediate decisive break in many features of Icelandic life, and
Bjorn has a clear sense both of the continuity and the contrast.
In his comparison between new syslumadr and old godi, for
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example, he casts new light on the status of the godiin
the earlier part of the thirteenth century. In such a passage as
this, combining clear exposition and fruitful discussion, the author
is at his best.

Although the author disclaims any intention of writing literary
history in the usual sense of the term, the book is permeated with
his knowledge of Iceland’s early literature, and from the themes
of great sagas like Egils saga and Njdla, he does not hesitate to
draw conclusions about Icelandic political aspirations in the
thirteenth century. Although this may seem at times a subjective
and doubtful matter, it cannot fail to awaken the reader’s interest
and increase his awareness of the social and political setting of
the literature.

The extent to which Icelandic society differed from the inter-
national *“ medieval *’ ideal (in the authority of the secular courts
over clerics, for example, and in the nature of the Icelandic
aristocracy or upper class) is well brought out. This has interest-
ing implications for the student of early Icelandic literature, since
the author firmly believes that the particular virtues of that
literature were automatically lost as a more ' medieval ”’ type
of society developed. Bjoérn’s analysis of society is primarily
in terms of class structure. ‘‘If anyone doubts the existence
of a class struggle in the thirteenth century, the author of the
Konungs skuggsjd corrects his misunderstanding,” he observes,
although his quotation, ** the foolish people reckon the king their
opponent,” is not perhaps quite conclusive.

Sometimes the simplification required by the author’s pattern
seems to be taken too far. It seems to me not so much that the
author is unfair to the medieval Church as that he fails to recognise
the complexity of its rdle in society (and this was not always
identical with the class interests of its Jeaders). He thus counts
the church simply as a repressive force, throwing all its weight
behind the established order, but he ignores, for example, the
church’s contribution to social mobility in that it alone made it
possible for poorly-born but intelligent men to rise to positions of
influence.

Like the first volume, this is a book to be read for its ideas. It
is a pioneer work but, while further studies will inevitably produce
ccorrections and lay stress on different aspects, I think it is true
to say that our views on the state of Iceland in the fourteenth
century must undergo a radical and salutary change after reading
it. Whether we agree or disagree with the author on any
particular point, he is always stimulating, and there is much to

be 1 tf his book.
e learnt from his boo A L. Binxs
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A ROYAL IMPOSTER: KING SVERRE OF NORWAY. By G. M.
GaTHORNE-HARDY. Ouxford University Press, 1956, I1 + 305 pp.

Mr. Gathorne-Hardy says in his Preface that the history of
Sverre and contemporary Norway has ‘‘ obsessed and fascinated
him for more than thirty years. These words explain best the
outstanding qualities of his book, the verve, argumentative
tenacity, humour and insight with which he writes. He has lived
with his subject so long that the problems are immediate to him,
and his occasional bold speculations spring from personal con-
victions and thorough familiarity with the material. Not wholly
satisfied with the existing interpretations of his subject, he has
chosen to work over, in greater detail than in any previous study,
the material relevant to Sverre’s career, attempting to uncover
the true course of events behind the saga’s fagade, making use
of every scrap of evidence to build up afresh an estimate of the
man’s character and the effect of his reign on Norway. His
subject is complex, but he rarely oversimplifies. At the outset
he distinguishes the many factors — the laws of royal inheritance,
the structure of Norwegian society, the ecclesiastical policy of
Rome — which helped to set the stage for Sverre and a devastating
civil war. The involved and wretched story of the seven short-
lived kings and pretenders from the death of Sigur$ the Crusader
in 1130 to the coronation of his grandson Magnus c. 1164 also
must be told: it stimulated Sverre’s own ambition, and his
followers, the Birchlegs, were the wealaf of these earlier wars.
When Sverre came upon the scene, Norway was not crying out for
a new ruler. On the contrary, there seemed, for the first time
in nearly forty years, good hope of peace under Magnus and his
powerful father. As Sverre noted when he first came to Norway,
Magnus was popular: fannz honum pat eitt 1, at oll alpydan veri
Magniisi holl. Only a man of extraordinary determination and
unconventional abilities could win the country against such
odds, but, unfortunately for Norway, Sverre was such a man.
When he dies in his bed in 1202, though he has founded a strong
dynasty, he has (Mr. Gathorne-Hardy maintains) irreparably
impoverished the country. In his wars with Magnus "' the flower
of the Norwegian nobility has been wiped out ”’ and the districts
are left without their natural leaders, like lairdless clans. Norway
comes under ‘' premature and excessive centralisation,” for
which the nature of the country made it wholly unsuited, and is
administered by a new (and in Mr. Gathorne-Hardy’s eyes,
despicable) class of crown officials. All this paved the way for
Norway’s age of decadence, and is the price that she paid for one
-of her most remarkable kings. Against the flattering assurance
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of Munch, that Sverre raised Norway ** higher among the states
of Europe than could have been expected of a land so sparsely
populated and lying so far to the north,”” we must set
Mr. Gathorne-Hardy’s last word on Sverre: *‘ It is difficult not
to feel regret that he should ever have existed.”

Nevertheless, despite his disapproval, Mr. Gathorne-Hardy
is, as he admits, fascinated by his hero. He gives the fullest,
sharpest, most carefully balanced account of him so far published,
scrutinising his behaviour on each important occasion, and
bringing to light his strange mixture of courage and funk, casuistry
and ' humorous candour about himself,” military genius and
““second sight.”” He rarely presents Sverre as an heroic figure,
even where this might be justified (as at Nordnes, where Sverre
leaps up to the high deck, prominent in white cloak and red
shield: a picture favoured by other historians), but turns his
searchlight upon him hiding in the ship’s hold at Hattarhammer
or sneaking out of the way of disaster at Fimreite. Though he
often treats the saga’s version of events ironically, he does Sverre
full justice in his fine analysis of the nature of his courage (p. 150)
and of his generalship, a conduct in war ** based on reason utterly
uninhibited by conventional notions of glory or of shame
(pp. 172 f.).

Sverre was undoubtedly an imposter. As Mr. Gathorne-Hardy
properly insists, we must dismiss his claim to royal blood and try
to reconstruct the state of mind, and the series of events, that
led such a complete outsider, a priest from the Faroes, to make a
bid for the throne of Norway. His clear head and imaginative
agility must early have made him feel he could weave circles.
round his fellows, and his intense dreams and the ‘‘ curiously
psychic element in his character ’’ must have set him apart, at
least in his own mind. Distinguishing between the genuine and
the fictitious dreams, Mr. Gathorne-Hardy illustrates well the
visionary and romantic quality of Sverre's mind. He emphasises,
as other historians have done, the influence upon his imagination
of the story of David and Saul, ‘‘ teaching that a humble youth
without the slightest hereditary claim might be God’s appointed
instrument to supplant an unworthy king.” Though Sverre’s.
conviction that he had in him the power to be a king must have
been rooted in youthful day-dreams, Mr. Gathorne-Hardy thinks
it unlikely that he meant to set himself up as a king’s son when
he left the Faroes in 1174. Probably he hoped simply for
ecclesiastical preferment. Koht accepts Sverre’s own story that
already, before he left the Faroes, he saw himself as St. Olaf’s.
standard-bearer in a struggle against Magnus and Erling. This.
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struggle Koht interprets as a social rather than a religious one,
the common people against the tyranny of the lords. Mr.
Gathorne-Hardy, however, emphasises the likelihood of a strong
clerical element in the opposition to Magnus, based partly on
religious feeling, partly on social antagonisms within the
Norwegian Church itself, and considers that this situation inspired
Sverre to see himself as St. Olaf’s champion. Might he not have
been influenced, when he first came to Norway, by arguments
of the opponents of the Gregorian reforms (fanatically put to him,
Mr. Gathorne-Hardy freely speculates, by the priest at Selje,
er honum sagdi inniliga pat er hann vildi vita), and on that account
turned to the Birchleg party instead of to Archbishop Eystein,
as he had intended, either in the hope of more ‘‘lucrative
employment "’ as a young priest (p. 102}, or even with the dream of
one day leading a party that ‘‘ stood for the defence and restora-
tion of threatened tradition” (p. 269)? Mr. Gathorne-Hardy
is convinced that Sverre himself sought out the Birchlegs before
they sought out him, and that, during the years 1174-1176 (about
which the saga is silent cf. p. 101), he worked with them, giving
them experience of his wisdom, his usefulness as a spy, perhaps
even of his generalship (cf. p. 105), and impressing them already
with his ' semi-prophetic pose.”” His lively picture (which is
pure speculation) of Sverre’s behaviour among the Birchlegs in
these early days, and the manner in which the idea came to him
of presenting himself as ““ the stranger prince from overseas’”’
makes excellent reading. Though his interpretation of events
can never be proved, it rings very true in many places. Sverre
never deluded himself: he did not believe he was the son of a
king, but maintained the claim as common form, required by his
followers, a *‘ fraus pia,”” as Mr. Gathorne-Hardy calls it, and he
salved his conscience by building up another claim for himself to
believe in: that his appointment came from God.

The years of Sverre’s struggle with Magnus and the later quarrel
with the Church are described in greatest detail, with vigorous
discussion of each uncertainty. The fullness of argument is
illuminating, and Mr. Gathorne-Hardy accepts no stale judge-
ments. He comes briskly to the defence of Erling Skakke’s good
qualities just as honestly as he calls Sverre a “ cad ”’ when he
thinks him so. Where the saga’s record is fuller, in Sverre’s later
wars, Mr. Gathorne-Hardy makes his own account correspondingly
swifter, and characters, such as Nikolas Arneson, remain for the
most part merely names. In general he holds the balance well
between narrative and discussion, though occasionally the need
for condensation makes the going rather tough for a reader less
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familiar than himself with the sources and points of dispute
(cf. ch. xix). Two aids would have been greatly appreciated, a
map of medieval Norway, and a genealogical table of the descend-
ants of Magnus Barefoot; also a bibliography, assembling, and
giving the dates, of the works cited. The appendices are valuable,
setting out William of Newburgh’s and Saxo’s accounts of Sverre,
and the Papal correspondence. More information on the nature
and reliability of the Norse sources would have been welcome.
It should have been noted that some details are recorded only
in one version of the saga and may not be authentic. Sverre’s
prayer, Alma Chorus Domini, for example, in the battle off
Nordnes, just before Magnus miraculously slips in a pool of
blood (p. 183), is found only in Flateyjarbék, and may well be a
later clerical embellishment. Again, it is impossible to read any
significance (p. 35) into the fact that the reference to Breakspear’s
visit in Fagrskinna is placed immediately before mention of
enmity breaking out between the sons of Harald Gille. The
passage is disjointed, and the events can hardly be said to be
intimately linked in context.

Mr. Gathorne-Hardy fears that his ** reasoned use of imaginative
reconstruction ”’ will shock orthodox historians. But it is more
likely that they will be thoroughly refreshed by his realism and
zest and, not least, by the strong love of Norway that has
inspired the book.

TrRsULA BrowN





