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30 Thor the wind-raiser

By Sigridr, Rognvaldr has a son called Gunnarr whom P6r6lfr treats
more or less as his own child. One summer, P6érélfr plans a raiding
expedition and commands Rognvaldr to build a splendid drinking hall
while he is away. Rognvaldr complies and employs the services of
two Wendish craftsmen for the task.! Rognvaldr also has large heaps
of firewood gathered near the hall. On his return, Pordlfr is pleased
with the new hall and seems to accept an explanation from Rognvaldr
for the presence of the firewood. He then makes preparations for a
great feast. At this feast, Gunnarr sits at Pordlfr’s side in the high-seat,
dressed in a red tunic. Rognvaldr and the two Wends get the company
drunk on particularly strong drink. They then set fire to the hall and
the piles of firewood around it, burning all the people in it, including
Po6rolfr. Rognvaldr then makes his escape by sea, together with Sigrior,
a sleeping Gunnarr and the two Wends. Out on the fjord, Gunnarr
awakes, sees the burning hall and rebukes Rognvaldr harshly for the
crime against Porélfr. Rggnvaldr silences him and the company sails
northwards. They are shipwrecked off Stadr, the Wends perish, but
Rognvaldr, with his family, survives and is able to return to ZErvik and
establish himself there on his father’s estate. One day, Rognvaldr sets
Gunnarr adrift in a small boat, with the purpose, it seems, of disposing
of a witness to the burning of P6rélfr. The boat is driven northwards to
an island located off Halogaland. Here the boy is found and adopted
by the chief man of the island (nameless in the interpolated version,
but called Kati in RR557).2 This man is a devotee of Thor (RR T,
319/15-16: Fyrireyju eirierb trinnvaratkominnr einnbl tma r.

! Harris (1980, 178) suggests that the role of Wends in this context is unlikely
to reflect reality. We might, however, note that this nation was close to medieval
Scandinavia and members of it seem to have settled in the southern Danish
islands (see KL, s.v. Vender). The proposition that some of them found their
way further north is, therefore, not as improbable as it may at first sight seem.
And itinerant carpenters and other craftsmen would, of course, have been
familiar figures in medieval Scandinavia (cf., for example, Trotzig, 1995, 22,
where it is suggested that the chest of Viking-Age tools from Mistermyr in
Gotland belonged to such a person).

2 Strémbiick (1940, 17) thought that the name of Gunnarr’s/Raudr’s foster-
father in AM 557, 4to (cf. RR557, 98/11) might be read as K ti but could
perhaps also be read as K ri (cf. pp. 48—50 and Note 9 below). Olafur
Halldérsson suggests to me in private communication that a reading K ri is
palaeographically improbable. And he prefers to read Kati (spelt ‘kati”) rather





